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This bibliography has been compiled as part of a continuing series
designed to make information on relevant dissertations available to
users of the ERIC system. Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts

International are reviewed in order to compile abstracts of
dissertations on related topics, which thus become accessible in
searches of the ERIC data base. Ordering information for dissertations
themselves is included at the end of the bibliography.
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EFFECTS OF CREATIVE DRAMA INSTRUCTION ON THE

STORY GRAMMAR KNOWLEDGE OF FIELD-DEPENDENT AND

FIELD-INDEPENDENT PRIMARY GRADE STUDENTS
OrderNo.DA8B514608

Busu, BeTTy JounsON, Pu D. University of Missouri - Kansas City,
1085. 184pp. Chairman: John E. George

The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship of
creative drama instruction and the story grammar knowledge of
second- and third-grade primary students. Also, the effects of
different cognitive style tendencies and reading lavels upon the
efiectiveness of comprehension reinforcement techniques were
investigated.

Filty-six second- and third-grade students participated in the
study. The subjects were placed in groups according to reading level
88 determined by the reading subtest of the Metropolitan
Achisvement Test. The Children's Embedded Figures Test (CEFT)
was adminsstered to each subject individually to determine cog nitive
style fendencies.

Foliowing the determination of each subject’s reading kavel and
cognitive style tendency, two experimental groups were formed.
These groups were formed on the basis of homogeneous reading
ability ievels. Two teachers were trained in using both the creative
drama procedure and the basal workbook/discussion procedure.

Each group received instruction utilizing both treatments (three
stories reinforced with Treatment A--creative drama procedure, and
three stories reinforced with Treatment B--basal
workbook /discussion). Following the treatment period for each story,
each subject retoid the story which was audio-taped and then
transcnbed verbatim by a teaching ass:stant forming a written
narrative protocol.

The written narrative protocol was then evaluated as to the
student's use of story grammar knowiedge in reteliing the story. The
protocol evaiuations were judged by four professionally trained
educators using the Protoco! Evaluation Scale.

The efiects of tha independent variables upon the depandent
variable were analyzed using a three-factor ANOVA with repeated
measures to compare mean scores. The ANOVA yielded F-ratios for
each independent variable and their interactions.

Three conclusions were drawn from the results of the study:

{a) the creative drama reinforcement procedure was found to be
more effective with the higher readers of Group il. (b) the basal
workbook/discussion reinforcement procedure was found to be more
offective with the lower readers of Group |, and (¢) the students with
field-independent tendenc’es scored higher after both reinforcement
procedures than the students with fieid-dependent tendencies.

YOUNG ADULT NOVELS INTO TELEVISION FiLMS: A
CONTENT ANALYTIC STUDY Order No. DASS 11748

0'Ammonc, CuariLotre Dawn, Pu.D. The Louisiana State University
and Agricultural and Mechanical Col., 1984. 331pp. Director: J.
Donaid Regsdaie

This study examined the matarial retained, aitered, omitted or
created specially for prime time television films based on young adult
novels. The purpt * of the study was to determine the amount of
origingl material retained by a specific television {ormat, the telefiim.

Tha telefiims studied were Go Aak Alice (1973) credited to Beatrice
Sparks, adapted by Eilen M. Violett; Summer of My German Soldier
(1978) by Bette Greene, adapited by Jane-Howard Hammaerstein; and
Are You In the House Alone? (1978) by Richard Peck, adapted by
Judith Parker.

Videotapes, tranacripts, and the novels were studied by dividing
he latter two into quarier pages and categorizing them as to the
function sach performed in developing one of the following aspects of
conter.t: theme, dramatic construction, characterization, dislogue and
nerration, deacription, setting, and style. Reviewers and critics along
with quantitative tables provided the data in individual chapters based
on the content aress.

Telefiims were found to deviate from the conter: elements in the
novels an average of thirty-three percent with the most faithful
adaptation changing a third of the material and the least falthiui
changing nearfy hal of the matertel.
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Results of the study include: (1) Major plot lines were incressed
and minor ones eliminated. (2) Theme was exactly duplicated ir: only
one of the telefiims. (3) Characterization was sinplified and adult
roles enhanced. (4) Only a third of the disiogue and a tenth of the
narrative was retained from the original. (5) Ten percent of the
description in the teleflim had some basis in, the novel. () Two
telefilms increased the number of settings presentad. (7) Styis was
radically altered in only one of the telefiims.

Three correlations became apparent: (1) the adapter who
demonstratec' the highest fidelity to the novelist's style showed a
direct relation to the retention of the original wording and character
study; (2) fidelity to content elements and retention of major plot lines
is interrelated; (3) a telefilm which does not change the amount of
description is likely to aiso retain a large number of the novel's
original locales.

A DESCRIPTIVE STUDY OF THE INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP
RESPONSES OF THREE TENTH-GRADE READERS TO TWO
SHORT STORIES AND TWO TEXTBOOK -SLECTIONS

OrderNo. DAB5082158
Emicson, BonniE Onmiund, Pu.D. Syracuse University, 1984. 214pp.
Chairperson: Margaret J. Early

If teachers are to help students become truly literate readers, they
must leac their students beyond literal comprehension to critical and
flexibie response to both literature and exposition, two types of text
which students encounter in; and out of the classroom. To achieve
this, they need an understanding of how students do read and
respond to these two types of text. This descriptive study compares
three adolescents’ responsas--articulated thoughts and feelings
svoked by a text dunng and following reading--to two short storigs
and two textbook selections. These readers’ expectations and group
disCusSion responss are also examined.

Tg-.ree 10th-grade girls were interviewed to learn about their
reading experiences and expectations. They responded 10 open-
ended questions individuaily during and following their reading and
ois0 in group discussions. All response sessions were tape recorded
and transcribed. Categories for describing respcnses, expectations,
and group interaction were then identified or selected based on
analysis of the transcriptions. All data were coded into the categories
and exam:ned by categories for similarities, differences, and patierns.
Descriptions of each of the three participants’ ongoing, post-reading,
group, and post-discussion responses are presented, as are
dncriptiong of text specific and general expectations.

The findings of the study grow out of these descriptions. Among
the findings for the three readers are the following: (1) each girt had
8 preferred way of responding which was similar for bogh the shert
stories and the textbook selections, (2) both tyJes of text were
evaiuated on the basis of expectations for reading and knowiedge
and beliefs about text content, (3) all participants were able %o benefit
from group discussions, aithough to different degrees, and (4) al
three girls demonstrated meta-response, awareness and monitoring
of their responses, and were sensitive to the responss patterns of the
other group members. Overall, the findings support a theory of
response which accounts for reader, text, and reading situation, and
which aiso inciudes critical responses during sesthetic and eferent
read'ng. Questions for future research were identified on the basis of
the findings.




Ci-IILDl!N'S SELECTION PREFERENCES BASED ON THE
COLOR, $IZE, ANC THICKNESS OF BOOKS
Order No. DABS 17612

Giumone. Canore PunceLL, E0.D. Nerthern Arizona University, 198S.
188pp.

The purpose of the study was 10 determine how the external book
characteristics of color, size, and thickness influence young
children's book selection. Books for this study were specially bound
10 evaluate sach of these characteristics independently within the
school library setting.

A total of 352 kindergarten, first, and second grade children
participsted by first selecting three books from amongst thirty books
of wn different colors. Thereatter, the children were randomiy
assigne to one of two groups (¢ select books by either size or
thickness. Two sets of eightesn books representing six ¢ ferent sizes
or thicknesses, respectively, were arranged for the children to make
theee size or thickness selections. Each child was obsesved as his
selections were made and the choices recorded on a student
chacksheet.

Tabulations of the data were analyzed utilizing Chi Square for the
children's first. second, and third choices. Each of the external
charactenstics studisd was f und to be statistically significant {.001).
In meking their selections, children predominately tended to choose
books of three different colors, sizes, or thicknesaes.

Several conclusions appear warranted from the data: (1) the
external characteristics of color, size, and thickness do influence
children’s book selections; (2) the different selections by boys and
girie are siatistically significant {.05) for color and size, but not
significantiy different for thickneas; (3) neither the children’s grade
level nor reading ability (high, middie, or low) is significant for color,
size, or thickness selections; and (4) children tend to be strongly
drawn toward extremes of bock size. Comparisons with previous
ressarch ars prasenied slong with methodological recommendations
for further ressarch. implications from the findings for book binders,
publishers, librariang, and 18achrs are sugpes «d.

MNATIVE LITERATURE IN JUNIOR AND SENIOR HIGH
SCHOOL PROGRAMS
Gaanr, Acnes, Pu.D. The University of Manitoba (Canadal, 1985.

The iiterature of North American indians is not widely represented
in Canadian schools. Because Native students are staying in achools
in larger numbers than ever before i is important that Nativ2 and non-
Native students alike receive positive and accurate information about
Natives. Literature is an effactive vehicle for the transmission and
understanding of cultures. There have been problems in the
acceptance of Native literature bucause the concept of "Native
WMerature” has :10t beer: understood. Because it is still closely linked
with the oral tradition there has been a reluctance t~ acceptitasa
logitimate body of literatu.e. Problems of transferring this literature
from the oral to the written, in translation from Native ianguages to
English and in selecting among variant vers 'ons are examined. Myth
and legend are defined and their importance in a culture are exp: »d
with specisl emphasis on folklore relevant to the development of a
child. Traditional poetry is described and its role as a functional
aspect of Native society is explained. A briet historical survey of
Native literature from pre-contact to contemporary times is given.
Better known contemporary writers and their major works, both
A-wrican and Canadian, are discussed. The major aspects of
Sumtemporary writing are discussed. The dissertaion concludes with
a representative, annoiaied bibliography of Native literature suitable
for Grades Vit rnd Xi! lerature courses.

THE DEVELOFMENT OF METAPHORIC COMPREHENSION
AND PREFERENCE Order No. DABS 13508

Gaesn, MenvL, Ep.D. Boston University, 1985. 161pp. Major
F:ofessor: J. Bruce Fraser

This study sought to determine the effect of specific grounds on
the development of metaphoric comprehension and preference and
the relationship between the two domains

Over 300 children in grades 1, 4, 7 and 8 pat.cipated in a multiple
choice task. 32 adults were included in the preierence portion only. in
tha preference portion, subjects heard a sentence fragment (topic)
and three completions (vehicles) each based on a different ground,
from which they selected the one they "liked best.” In the
comprehension portion, subjects heard 12 short stories, esch biased
toward one of the grounds and followed by 3 c.10ices, one of which
was a metaphoric compietion. The grounds were form {static.
perceptual), movement (dynamic-perceptual) and abstract
{conceptual).

Results showed an increase in comprehension with age; by grade
4, children comprehended metaphors regardiess of ground. No sex
diflerences were found. There was no relationship between
comprehension and preference based on ground. At all ages,
including adult, form and movement were preferred aimost equally;
sbetract was p.referred isast. There was no significant incroase in
abstract prefer :nce with age.

Academicuily talented and average students were compared in
grades 7 and 8. The academicallv taiented grour. comprehended
significantly more metaphors then the average students. There was
no significant difference in their preference patterns.

it would appear that metaphoric comprehension and prelerence
a3 processed differently. Comprehension is approached as sn
analytic problem solving task. This constraint is absent in the
preference task. Individua! diffurences and aesthetic judgments
30pear 10 be the crucial factors in prefurencs.

FOR THE LOVE OF IT: WOMEN WRITERS AND THE
POPULAR ROMANCE OrderNo. DA8S0S094

KmxLanD, CaTHERINE ELISABETH, PH.D. University ol Pennsylvania,
1964. 357pp. Supervisor: Larry Gross

This study is an investigation of the media subculture conatituted
by female writers of the mass-market romance genre. Through in-
depth telephone interv.ews with 55 published and aspiring romance
suthors in early 1883, three topics were explored: (1) the writers’
view of the popular romance genre, then approaching its peak;

(2) their views of their own romance manuscripts, their work; and
(3) the romance writing process itself.

For the majority of respondents, previous romance reading
experience had shaped the decision to write, and aiso contributed to
such things as future writing goals, work habits, writing likes and
dislikes, and the "inspiration” 30 often cited as a part of the writing
process. These women were identified as romance readers-tumed-
writers who were drawn to a morr: active participation in the genre not
only because of ther frequently extensive romance reading histories,
but because they see this as an ideat in-home career allowing them 1o
fxﬁn family responsibilities while earning money through independent

ort.

Through the interviews and through participant-observation of a
natic 2al romance writers' group, the study also examined the nature
of the romance community as a whole and the extent to which it
influsnces members' views of their work and their situation in a larger
literary anc social arena. The authors thus talked about their books s
"ant.” the relationship of romance reading and writing activities to
feminism, and the political situation of romance writrs with respect to
editors and the publishing industry. A picture emerges of a cohesive
community whose constituents view the romance itself, and both
romance reading and writing activities, as contributing to a significant
women'’s communication network that endows professional status
and respect on its producers while at the same time is concemed with
the articulation of a uniquely female fantasy.




A CHILD'S DEVELOPING SENSE OF THEME
OrderNo. DABS 189790

Levn, Susan STewant, Pi.D. The Chio State Univershy, 1985. 216pp
Adviesr Sharon Fox

No research has been done exploring the elementary aged child's
sbility to 1dentify or generate theme using real children's books in
natural resesrch settings. in the present study 60 kindergarten,
second and iourth grade children, comprised of high and low
ierature axposure groups gs determined by using the Revised Huex
Litersture inventory, were read a'oud three books in two separate
ssesions. Two of the books hed strong matching themes. Two genres
were used. -ealistic fiction and folktales. Developmentalty
kinderparten children have not been shown to be capable of

themes from books. Furthermore, research suggests that
second and fourth grade children are not adept with identifying main
ideas in passages. Since theme is a higher level abstraction than main
ides one would not expect slementary aged children to be able to
generaie theme statements. An informal intarview was taped for each
student which probed for theme f-om different perspectives, which
ditered greatly from previous research. Answers were analyzed using
a Thematic Sca-e. Pesults indicate a parailel growth pattern by grade
and lirature exposure group in ability 1o generate theme. The
identific ation of theine appears to be an early development in
childrer,, with folktales being more difficult to identify than reahstic
fiction Contrary to previous research, kindergarien children can
summanize stones and they do attend to the intemal motivation of
characier. Kindergarteners in the high literature exposure group were
able 1o state theme at and sbove concrete'ievels, whereas the iow
group was not. Second and fourth grade children analyzed and
generalized themes from stories contrary to previous research.
However, there was a strong reiation between ability to generate
theme and exposure to children’s literature for ail three grades
beyond the .05 levels The use of real books in a natural research
setting acted as a stmulus in eliciting thematic response. which
previous research has been unabie to attain. Focusing on the child's
perspective of meaning indicated that children can abstract themes
from stones heard, which differ from sdult answears, tit nonetheless,
ar@ congruent with the text itself. The use of qualiity children's
filerature at home and in the classroom as a source of building
hackground knowiedge. which is imoortant for reading
comprehension., cannot be stressed enough.

A CONTENT ASSESSMENT OF TRADE BOOKS PREFERKED
8Y CHILOR>N IN TRANSESCENCE Order No. DA8514693
McKonant, Nancy T., Pu.D. The University of Akron, 1985. 258pp.

The purpose of this study was to investigate the role of literature in
meeting the needs of children in transescance. Developmental
characteristics and issues related to transescence were investigated.
Thess eiements were then described as they occurred in the
characters and contents of trade books preferred by children ages 10-
14.

A random sample of 20 books was selected from a master book et
compilec from three national or regional surveys of the reading
preferences of 10-14 year-olds. Contant assessment was the method
of analysis used 10 gather data 10 answer the questions posed for this
study.

The results of the study showed thet the book characiers
deplayed developmental Characteristic. found in transsscence. The
majority of characters were depicted at Piaget’s concrete stage of
cognition. A small number wers at the transitional and the formal
operational stages. Approximately one-third of the characters
exhibited the trait of egocentrism.

A large number of books contained situations in which moral
dlemma or conflict was present. The majority of characters reasoned
& Kohiberg's Preconventional Stage 2 leve! in which reasoning is
based upon one's needs. An additional number of characters used
Conventional Stage 3 reasoning which is based upon the expectation
of others. Aithough several characters used the highest level of moral
reasoning, Postconventional, the majority functioned at Stages 2 and
3. This indicated that the characters in the books reflected this
characteristic a8 # Is found in raNBescsRcs.
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prevakint. The issue of industry and initiative occurred twice as
frequently as did the identity issue. Although there were some
difterences noted about the occurrence of issues relative to the age
suitability of books, al of the issues were found across the entire age
range.

Theelements of ccgnitive level of functioning, egocentrism, moral
reasoning, and developmental isues were present in the books
reviewed in this study. It was concluded that the trade books used in
this study thereby fulfill the davelnpmental needs of children in
ranenscence.

A STUDY OF THE USES OF THE DAILY NEWSPAPER IN
THE CURRICULUM OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY

SCHOOLS OrderNo. DA8SOT006

Ouson, MaRILYN Rui, Pu.D. University of Oregon, 1884. 183pp.
Adviser: Edna P. DeHaven

The purpose of this study was to identify anc’ ciescribe the use of
free newspapers in achools within the circulation area of one dally
newspaper. The study explo: sd four questions: Wino uses the
newspapers? When and how much are newspapers used? How are
newspapers used? Why are newspapers usad?

Two levels of date were used to identify patterns of usage and
practice among teachers: (a) information from teachers’ orders for
classroom sets of free newspapers over a four year period (1980-
1984), and (b) information from a survey of teaching practices among
those who hcd ordere! the newspaper during the last school year
(1963-1884). A curriculum mode! based on a theory of interaction
among skills, substance, and attitudes was used to analyze the
practices described.

Findings indicated that those who used the nNewspaper were a9
Frely to be elementary as secondary teachers and to be in either
urban or rural districts. Over 50% of the teachers who ordered the
newspaper did 30 only once.

Teachers appesred to be influenced to order newspapers by
remincers of its potential and avai.ability as a teaching resource.
Findings indicated that most teachers used the newspaper for short
units rather than for reguiar use throughout the school year. Only 10%
of those who ordered the newspaper during the last year had ordered
| i\_: other three ysars.

eachars’ intentions and their methods for using the newspaper
uhqwod inconsistencies. Teachers reported that mgst NeWIpAper
activities were aimed at instruction about the newspaper, but a study
of the assignments indicated that the newspaper was most %ten vesd
88 fext for leamning content. Similarly, teachers reported that the main
908l of newspaper use was skill development, but they identified the
most positive outcomes of newspaper studies to be improvements in
knowiedge and attitudes.

Teachors who had ordered and used the newspaper in the
classroom reported that they read the newspape; regularly and
valued it &3 an information source. Even 80, 83% of those who
compieted the survey indicated they were less than sure that they
would order the newspaper for their classroom ¥ it were not free.




THE ROLE OF THE AMERICAN FATHER AS REVEALED IN
SELECTED FICTION BOOKS FOR CHILDREN IN THE
ELEMENTARY GRADES: AN HISTORICAL OVERVIEW AND
CONTENT ANALYSIS Order No. DA8S09233

OvsTOTT, MicHELE, Pu.D. Texas Woman's University, 1984. 291pp.
Chairman: Bernard Schlessinger

This descriptive study was undertaken for the purpose of
investigating the portrayal of the American father as revealed in
selected fiction books for children in the primary (K-3) and upper (4-8)
slementary grades. Periods under consideration were the years since
1930. Since the problem under investigation deait with trends.
changes and subject matter of children's literature over specific time
periods, the content analysis method was used.

Three hundred and fifty-three fathers were identifiad in the 361
ties which were found to have met the criteria for inclusion in the
siudy. Category designators for portrayal were determined by the
activities the father was described as doing with or for his child,
and/or by the problem or conflict presented in the book.

The role of the ‘ather mcst often encountered was that of
economic provider with 229 fathers or sixty-four percent shown in this
manner. This role portrasal was most common at the orimary and
upper elementary levels. At the primary level the father was portrayad
more as one who supports and nw tures his child; at the upper level,
he was seen more as an authority figure.

Fathers were seen to be involved with their children in 254 distinct
sctivities. When the number of incidences of each is examined, the
number is tragically low.

Throughout the study. the majority of the fathers were shown as
being married with a family where the motiver was present. This
portrayal was consistent at both the primary and upper levels. While
the father is beginning to be portrayed in other types of marital
gituations, the portrayal is not as frequent as it is in actual life. Also,
the fathers who ars not married to the child's mother are often shown
88 being generally ineftectual and often in a negative manner,
especiaily at the upper level.

With the exception of marital discord, the same types of problems
and conflicts surfaced throughout the study. However, athers were
shown as dealing with the upheavals in a more graphic manner and
expresscd more emotion in the recent litles. Fathers siso appeared
more vuinerable in later books, being portrayed as beirig less self-
conmgent and in control.

AN INVESTIGATION OF CHILDREN'S PERCEPTIONS OF
STORY CONTENT AS ELICITED 8Y THREE MODES OF
PRESENTATION: THE STORYTELLER, THE READER, THE

SOUND SLIDE SHOW Order No.DABS512090
Rouanp0, MarGARET KERNAN, EC.D. Montana State University, 198S.
182pp. Chairperson: Henry Worrest

This stuc’ ; attempted to determine if three different modes of
presenting a story--storyteller. book and reader, and sound slide
show--represented different information potential by bringing different
coment to children's attention. Ninety third graders from three
elementary schools in Butte, Montana, during spring 1984, were
presented in smali groups. with one of three presentations of the fairy
tale. "The Wild Swans™ and administered a paper and pencil
instrument to determine their perceptions of three different types of
coment from the story--affe-. ive, inference and factual. This content
had emerged from preliminary investigation with students and an
adult panel analysis of the story text.

Since there was no existing instrument to determine children’s
perception of the story content, a crucial preliminary was the
instrument development, which (though ancillary to the original intent
of the study) became a major portion of the research. As most similar
cross-media research has utilized individual presentations with
follow-up interviews for data coliection, ths paper and pencil
instrument, more reedily amenabie 10 statistical analysis, proved &
novel spproach warranting further concideration, sapecially with
difflerent 2ge groups and reading levels.

Results indicated there was no statisticelly significant difference
an0ng the modes in sifective content in the foreground of attention,
number of and ovarall inferences and factual recall. There was no
differance in spproximately eighty percer: of the specifit inferences.
While no definite conclusions about media differencec could be
drawn, the research process yielded some relevant observations:
there appeared more active student participation with book/resder
#nd sound slide presentations than with the storytelier. The format of
the sound slide show illustrations may have influenced those specific
questions evidencing responsa differences. Sound stide show and
book/reader presentations mey not diffsr enough to elicit different
perceptions, although this bears further investigation.

The following cross-media research is also suggested: further
cesearch into the development of suitable paper-pencil instruments;
continued investigation into the passible differences in information
potential of different media, problem sciving fostered, preferences
relsiad to learning style, long-term effects, and delizeation of specific
modia sttributes.
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Statement of the Problem. Do college and univarsity programe in
English educstion and in library science implement recommendations
reistive to the study nf literature for adolescents? With focus on the
basic courss in adolescent literature, research questions were
designed to determine if the course were offered and for whom, as
well as its emphasis, content, and methocology. An additional
dimension was to determine if the course differed according to the
academic program in which it was taught.

Research Methodology. Graduate programs in secondary English
education and in library science were selected for a questionnaire
survey. Responses were received from 175 of the 200 programs
surveyed. Data were analyzed and reported in the furm of tallies and
percentages for thres academic programs which emerged from the
analysis: English education, English, and library science. Some data
wers analyzed by using the Chi-square test for independence, with
the aipha level of .05.

Findings. The course was offered by 72.5 percent of the
respondents. The same course 'was required or recommended for
both teachers and librarians by 42.1 percent. Wide reading and
inclusion of topics judged to be of central importance (juvenile novel,
Werary criteria, adolescent development) characterized the course,
regardiess of the program in which it was taught. Significant
differences among programs were found, however, for other topics or
hems of course content beyond the thres judged to be of central
importance. For example, library science respondents assigned
greater emphasis 10 mview sources, nonfiction resources, and
NONPrint materials.

Generally, respondents used a variety of isaching methods. The
findings for the methods judged most beneficial were inconciugive.

Conclusions. The large number of institutions in the sample which
offered adolescent literature affirms its importance in training English
feachars and librarians. Because it was common practice to sssign
wide reading and f  emphasize three items of content judged to be
essential, the program in which the course 1s taught is not a critical
consideration. ideally, however, the course should be offered both in
education and in library science programs in order to accommodate
mmm‘. in job functions between English teachers and
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The purpose of this study was to determine what attitudes,
philosophies, and information about children’a suicides are presented
in children's contemporary realistic fiction and nonfiction books
published in the United States during the years 1870- 1984, for
chilidren ages 1110 14 years, and to compare the findings with current

statistics on suicide to determing the accuracy of infcrmation which
Childron might encounter in books. Further, this study investigated
bibiotherapy as one method of suicide prevention by assessing the
information found in books concerning suicide and by suggesting
ways of using these books to heip children understand the varying
aepects of suicide. The major questions which this study sought to
8newer revolved around attitudes, phitosophies, and information
sbout suicide.

The sample for this study consisted of 27 fiction and 9 nonfiction
books (all that were available) concerned with suicide or attempted
suicide. These boiks were published between 1970-1984 and were
recommended as being of interest to children 11 to 14 years oid.

The research technique of content anclysis was used in analyzing
the books. Thirteen predetermined categories were empioyed for the
Action books and five predetermined categories were utilized with the
nonfiction books.

Each bonk was read in its entirety, and all passages referring to
the predetermined categories were recorded and tabuizted. In
addition, the nonfiction books were summarized and compared to
current research for accuracy. Tne findings were used for
conclusions and recommendations.

Thirteen conclusions were suggested for the children's fiction
beoks and five conclusinns were drawn for the children’s nonfiction
books. The major conclusion regarding children's books and suicide
was: Taken as a whole, the children's fiction and nonfiction books
that were analyzed, seemed 1o give an adequate and realistic
presentation on the subject of children's suicides. It was concluded
iha! there were no gross distortions or serious exaggerations of ; eality
inthe children's fiction books. it was encouraging to note that to
some extent children’s fiction books on suicide were reflecting what
CuITent ressarch was reporting.
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The urgency of peace is being feit by increasing numbers of
peopie as they become cognizant of the complexities of living in a
world poised for war; yet, peace educetion is aimost nonexistent in
elementary ano secondary schools. A lack of clarity of definition,
goals. and approaches has added to the complexity of developing
peace education curricula for these students.

This study explored the feasibility for the development of a
secondary level literature course for the English classroom to support
the theme of psace education, based on the identification of
interpersonal peace concepts worthy of being faught, the
identification of a bocy ¢ exempiary literature appropriate to a
sacondary level English class, and the identification of the availability
of supplementary resources for teachling peace.

Six national peace education leaders deemed the following
interpersonal peace concepts as most worthy of being taught to the
secondary school student: confiict resolution, social justice, giobal
awargness, nonviolence, and world community. These five concepts
were adop.2d for the remainder of the study.

Recommended literary works from the genres of short story,
postry, novel, and drama were rated by three secondary school
teachers of English and five supervisors of English on the criteria of
“literary merit,” "exempiifies concept,” “interest levsi," "reading
levei,” and “availability.” Fitty-ons selections judged as sppropriated

A list of thirty-seven organizations and thirty-one print resources
for teaching peace was compiled by the researcher on the basis of
her examination of psace education materiais and the
recommendations of peace education leaders.

it was concluded that the development of 8 8ec )ndary ieve!
erature course for the English claseroom is feasible, there it
tppropriate literuturs for teaching interpersonal peace concepts, and
supplementary materials and information exist to suppart the teaching
of peace.

Recommendations for practice and further research include
Jesigning a course of study structured on the information provided in
thig dissertation and testing the efticacy o such 8 course.
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in order to investigate the perspactives autobiography--a formally
shaped first person account of all or part of an individual's own life--
brings 10 the study of femaie American chiidhood, over one hundred
sutobiographies written by American women {most were born sfter
1800) were susveyex, in addition to numerous works on the nature of
autobiography, sex-role formation, women's history, and childhood
deveiopment and history.

Both the thesis and conclusion of this study is that identification
and analysis of what autobiographers specify as having shaped
themseives, as well as investigation into the factors that shape &
particular view of seh, provide data from which to draw valid
inferences and generalizations about the experience of childhood, if
that data is acrutinized with an awareness of its limitations.

Chapters -5 deal with the four topics which emerged from study
of the work of twentieth century American female autobiographers
about the nature of childhood and follow a similar organizational
pattern. Each chapter begins with a general introduction to the ‘opic
of the chapter, drawing upon a variety of autobiographies and other
sources for examples. Then each chapier extensively analyzes trom
2.4 autobiographies in which the main concern of the chapter i
embodied. These analyses are foliowed by brief observations.

Works extensively analyzed are as faliows: Ch. 2, “Recreating the
'Feel’ of Childhood”--Seven Houses: A Memoir of Time and Places by
Josephine Johnson, How Dear To My Heart by Emily Kimbrough, A
Quaker Childhood by Heien Whitall Thomas Flerner; Ch. 3, "Role
Model:"--/ Know Why the Caged 8ird Sings by Maya Angelou,
Blar“0erry Winter by Margaret Mead; Ch. 4, "The Development of Sex
Roles".-The Woman Warrior by Maxine Hong Kingston, Fifth Chinese
Daughter by Jade Snow Wong; Ch. §, “Success in Leaving Home" .-
Looking Back by Joyce Maynard, Home to the Wilderness by Sally
Carrighar, Facts of Life by Maureen Howard, The Hearthstone of My
Heart by Elizabeth Borton de Trevifio.
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This dissertation provides a twelve-week curriculum applied
specificslly to nursing home taaching. The twelve-week cumculumis
derived from a course that | laught at Laurel Crest Manor nursing
home, Cambria County, Fennsylvania between October 1981 anc
January 1962. in the first part of the dissertation ! axemine ditferences
between nursing home and traditional classroom teaching and aseess
current teaching practices in courses with the elderly. This part of the
dissertation discusses circumventing physical handicaps and
chooeing themes and subjects related to oider people.

In my review of the Laurc! Crest Manor poatry course, | discuss the
necenslly of staff support and participation in the class sessions. |
aleo clarify the three-foid purpose of the Laurel Crast Manor course:
om  savailable the reading and appreciation of poetry to people
who might otherwise be denied such an opportunity; to provide a
stimulating social event for peopie who have little chance for such an
ac'ivity; and to allow nursing home residents to explore their
experiences and emotions through poems. Before beginning a class-
by-class review of the Laure! Crest Manor course, | discuss poetry
selaction and critical method.

My .aview of the Laurel Crest Manor course axamines the ten
clesses, deacribing my intentions, evalusting student response, and
discussing student poems. After my appraisal of the tenth class, |
briefly agsess the strengths and weaknesses of the Laurel Crest
Manar course and explain the changes | made in developing the
twelve-week curriculum.

The next section is the twelve-week curriculum with objectives,
methods and procedures, and rationale provided for each lesson.

My concluding chapter discusses additional poems for teaching,
elaborsies upon the social effects of nursing home poetry courses,
assesess the vaiue of poetry readings for the elderly, emphasizes the
importance of presenting poetry orally, and reiterates the need for
nursing home courses. In a selective bibliography | also include
relerences on poetry therapy for readers interested in a therapsutic
approach to poetry.
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The purpose of this study was to determine whether the use of the |
bibliotherapeutic process using realistic fictional literature could |
affect the attitudes of elementary age children toward the eiderly. |

This study included 67 fourth, fifth, and sixth grade students who |
were randomiy divided into experimental and control groups st each ‘

| grade level. No pretest was given :0 as not to disclose the true

| meaning of the study, which the students thought was a program to

| gain additional reading class credit.

; Ouring a three-week period the three exoerimental groups were
randomly assigned to read three fiction booxs containing realietic
portrayais of elderly characters, while the control groupe were
randomly assig.ved to read three fiction borke which contained no
siderly charecters. The books were not discussed in either group.
Each chi!d was administered a multipie-choice test of comprehension
on each of the three books.

The instrument used to determine attitudinal differences was
Tuckman-Lorge Adaptation i Attitude inventory which was adaptated
and pilot-tested by the researcher. This was administered to each
child in both the experimental and control groups at the conclusion of
the three week study.

The data collected from the attitude inventory was analyzed by
using a two-way analysis of variance procedure to test for significant
differences, if any. A one-way analysis of variance procedure was
used (o test the comprehension test scores concerning the
correlation of higher comprehansion ability and greater positive
attitude.

The resuits indicated that no significant differences in attitude
were shown between the sxperimental and control groups or among
the three grade levels, and there was no interaction batween
restment and grade levels. The comprehension tests analysis

(" icated that students scoring higher in comprehension do not show
R (07 Posive atthudes teward he siderly than studems socring low. 11
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